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so in Hungary. Schwartzenberg began by compelling the
Emperor to abdicate in favour of his nephew Francis Joseph,
and maintained that Ferdinand's promise of Hungarian in-
dependence was not binding on his successor. Kossuth and
his colleagues, furious at this breach of faith, refused to recognise
Francis Joseph, and took to arms in defence of their " legitimate
king," Ferdinand. They put up a magnificent defence under
their general, gorgei, despite the fact that the Croats also
declared war on them. After several striking victories Kossuth
boldly declared Hungary an independent republic, with himself
as President (April 1849). Gorgei did not approve of this,
and the discord between the two leaders crippled the move-
ment. Moreover, the Czar Nicholas, alarmed at the prospect
of a nationalist Magyar republic on the frontiers of Poland,
also sent an army to the support of the Emperor. The Hun-
garians were thus crushed between a triangle of forces, and the
Austrian generals took a savage vengeance on them after
Gorgei's surrender at vilagos (August 1849).
§ 126. the defence of the roman republic.—In Italy the
final overthrow of the liberal movement was due rather to
political than to racial disunion. Men like Garibaldi and
Mazzini, who were republicans at heart, were by no means
downcast at the defeat of Charles Albert at Custozza. " The
war of kings being over, the war of the people will now begin/'
said Mazzini; and Garibaldi withdrew with his followers to
the Alpine foothills, to harry the hated " Tedeschi" by the
guerrilla tactics in which he was supreme.
The hopes of the patriots were now centred in Rome and
Venice. During November 1848 a crisis was precipitated in
Rome owing to the assassination of Rossi, the Pope's Liberal
Prime Minister, by a republican fanatic. Pius IX fled in alarm
to Gaeta, on Neapolitan territory; and for a time the repub-
licans had matters all their own way. They 'set up a state in
which Mazzini played the chief part; and volunteers (including
many foreign sympathisers) flocked in to defend the Republic

